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. ' . : • • ; • FRUIT-VEGETABLE SEASONAL EX ÎMPTIONS ORDERED'̂ r- /": ,':̂  •-'̂  ' - ' y y- . 

' , . ' : LABOR OBJECTIONS DENIED y - -, :- '' • 

Colonel P h i l i p B. Fleming, Adi-airdstrator of t h e IVage and Hour D iv i s i on , U. S. 

Depar tnent of Labor, today (Saturday) denied p e t i t i o n s f i l e d by tlie -American 

Federa t ion of Labor, t he Congress of . Indust r ia l Organiza t ions and se-veral a f f i l i a t e d 

vinions for revie^v of a de ter ra ina t ion t o grent a 14-weQks p a r t i a l exenpt ion from t h e 

maximum hours p rov i s ions of the Fa i r Labor Standards Act t o f resh f r u i t and 

vege tab le v/arehouses. • 5.'''- "•' .?'' •'̂ •- . .•->-./,.-'•-..; 

The de te rmina t ion a l so gave an a d d i t i o n a l p a r t i a l exemption of 14 v/eeks t o 

f r e s h f r u i t and vege tab le packing es t ab l i shment s .?nd c c m i e r i e s . The l a s t "bwo typos 

of es tab l i shments a l ready have one suoh 14-v/eek exemotion. 

., •' The p e t i t i o n s i'or roviow r a i s e d t h o l e g a l i s s u e of v/hethor tho -bivo 14-v.''eek e x -

ompti ong t o packing e s t a b l i shiaents and canner i e s can run c o n s e c u t i v e l y . In denying 

tho p e t i t i o n , t h e Adminis t ra tor ex-prcssod the op in ion tht . t thoy ccn, as a raa-btor of 

Icav, Ho cJso hold t h a t tho p e t i t i o n s did not p roson t any nciv or a d d i t i o n a l .facts 

v /arrant ing a ro-viCT/. - • 

The dotcrminatio.a boconos f i n a l and the exemption e f foc t ivo t oday . (Federal 

R e g i s t e r , Saturday, August 24, 1940.) This has no e f f e c t on tho r e g u l a t i o n s r e ­

de f in ing tho "a rea of p roduc t ion" for t h i s i n d u s t r y , chich v / i l l become e f f o c t i v o 

Octobor 1 , 1940. ' - ^ 

By t o d a y ' s o rde r , f r esh f r u i t end vege tab le Wiirohoiisos v d l l bo allowod t o work 

t h o i r employees up t o 12 hours a day or 56 hours a wool:, f-.ir on I'.ggrogate of 14 v/ooks 

i n a ca lendar y o a r , -vdthout tho p.aym.ont of overtime dur ing t h a t p e r i o d . This e x ­

emption doos not rc lo : : the roquirement t o pay the nirdnvun v/ago. 
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Establishments thr^t can f i r s t process or pack fresh f ru i t s end vegetables 

wi l l have the scjno exemption for 14 v/eoks, in c^ddition to tho 14 wooks cxomption 

thoy already Ir.vo imdor Soction 7(c) of the A.ct. 

Applications for these exorrptions i/ero made by various establishments 

engaged in the handling, packing, s tor ing, e t e . of fresh f r u i t s and vegetables. 

A public heaving was held in "Tashington, D. C«, July 1, 194-0, before Merle D. 

Vincent, representing the Wage and Hour A-dirdnistrator, l l r . Vincent's Findings 

and Rocommendations v/ere published i n the Federal Register July 24, 1940. 

(See R-915; R-918; R-960) ' , . ' ' ^. ^ . 
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