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Us. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
WAGE AND HOYR DIVISION
Washington

FRUIT=-VEGETABLE SEASONAL EXMPTIONS QRDERED
LABOR OBJECTIONS DENIE

Colonel Philip Be Fleming, Adninistrator of the Wage and Hour Division, Ue Se
Department of Labor, today (Saturdayr) denied petitions filed by the American
Federation of Labor, the Congress of Igdustrial Orgenizations and several affiliated
unions for review of a determimation to grant a l4-weeks partial exemption from the
maximum hours provisions of the Fair Lebor Standards Aet to fresh fruit snd
vegetable warehouses,

The determination clso gove an additioncl partial exemption of 14 weeks to
fresh fruit and vegetable packing establishments and conneriese The lost two types
of establishments already have one such l4-week exemptione

The petitions for review roised the legol issue of whether the two ldawreek ex=
amptionsto packing estoblishments ond cammeries com run coanseccutivelye In denying
the petition, the Administrator exprossod the opinion thet thoy ecan, as a matter of
lowe Ho olso held thabt the petitions did not prescnt any now or additional facts
warrenting o rovicw,

The determination bocomes final and the exempbion cffcective todeye (Federal
Rogistor, Saturday, August 24, 1940.) This has no offect on the rogulctions roe-
dofining the "arca of production" for this industry, chich will become effoctive
Octobor 1, 1940,

By today'!s order, frosh fruit end vogetoble warchouses will bo allowed to work
their employees up to 12 hours e doy or Bé hours o wool, for on cggregate of 14 wocks
in a calondor yeor, without the peymont of overtime during that periods This ox-

emption docs not reclax the roquiroment to pey the minimum wogce
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Establishments that can first process or pack fresh fruits and vegetablos
will have the scme oxcmption for 14 wecks, in oddition to the 14 wocks exomption
thoy clready hove undor Scotion 7(c) of the Acte

Applications for these exemptions were made by verious establishments
engaged in the haﬁdling, packing, storing, etee of fresh fruits and vegetables.
A public heeying wes held in Washington, Ds Cs, July 1, 1940, before Merle D,
Vincent, representing the Wage and Hour Administrator, Mre Vincentt!s Findings

and Roconmendations were published in the Federal Reglster July 24, 1940,
(See R=915; R=918; R=£60)
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